
   

                                              VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA
                                                                   Chapter 528
                                                               Plymouth, MI 48170
                                                  General Membership Meeting, 01 /10/2011
                                                                       Minutes

     1)  Meeting called to order :
  Pledge of Allegiance/Moment of Silence
  ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: Mike Steffes , Jim Hodgson, Bill Boudreau, Bob Dew, and Ron
  King
   50 Members   9 AVVA Members  &  3 GUESTS Present.
Guest(s): April Bartlett, VA Hospital Social Worker. Dr. Saudia Major VA Hospital Director

 2)   OFFICER’S REPORTS:
  President–Mike Steffes- Welcomed everyone and introduced our guests.
1st Vice President –Jim Hodgson-No Report
 2nd Vice President- Ron King- No Report
Secretary–Bill Boudreau- Ron King acting secretary. Presented the minutes from the 12/13 /2010 General
meeting. Read correspondence.    Minutes approved, subject to corrections.
               M/ John Fleming                                                   /SEC Ricco     Approved
Treasurer–Bob Dew-Presented the Profit & Loss Statements for November-December . 2010
                   M/ Ricco                                                           /SEC/ Dennis Bielskis    Approved
Chaplain:  Rich Whipple- Sick Bay Report.  Death of Dale Luebke’s Sister.  Debbie Bradley had Knee
                                                                                            Surgery
Chapter Historian:  Richard Waldecker. . No report

3) COMMITTEE  REPORTS:
Chapter By-Laws – Joe Agius – No Report.
Membership- Bob Lamoureux. _203 VVA members,  52 AVVA members. As of January’s Meeting
Color Guard - Bob Lamoureux – Received two $200.00 donations from Pat K. & $50 donation for VVA
                                                         Membership.
Product Sales  - Gary Boucher- 20th  Anniversary patches available. $5.00 each.see Ouch
State Product Sales- John Riling. No Report
Public Affairs - Don Dignan- No Report.
Webmaster/Home Front Editor- Tom Brown.  Request for Service Photos from members
POW/MIA   -  Al Kerbyson- Posted still 53 MIAs from Michigan
AVVA Rep – Norma Demerly –Reminded AVVA people that Nominations&Elections for AVVA Rep. Will
coincide with Chapter VVA Nominations and Elections Starting at February’s General Membership Meeting.
VFW Liaison - Gary Kubik-
Agent Orange/Healthcare:  Vaughn Hull- reminded everyone that there was handouts & info on front table

    V.A. Hospital Rep- Vaughn Hull- No Report
VVA State Council- Gary Estermyer-Briefed members on State VVA actions. Also reminded everyone about
about electing Delegates for the 2011 National VVA Convention.
Fundraising - Bob Dew- 19 went to the VA CENTER  and spent $8,000 in retail value at KOHLs.

     4)  Chapter Special Committee Reports:
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• 528 20th Anniv. Patch. Gary Estermyer.  Patches are available for purchase.
• Salvation Army Bell Ringing, Dec. 4th- John Fleming. $431.71 raised by our members.
• Burger School Christmas Carnival Dec.8th –John Fleming. Thanked the members who were

there.
• Kokomo. Dale Luebke. 273 days to Kokomo! Also, raised $80.00 selling Dog Tags at the

November 11, 2010 Salute to Veterans Night.
• 2011 528 “Moving Wall”.  John Spencer. & Dennis Bielskis have been working diligently on

making the “2011 Moving Wall Project” a solid reality.
5) OLD/CURRENT BUSINESS:

• Vietnam service Map with Members duty stations –
• By-Laws Committee is looking into (Policy Finance)  whereas Dollar amounts should not be in By-Law but

in Policies or rules & regulations.
• Judy Thomason reported that the Christmas Party cost was $645 plus an additional $155 was paid out.
• 2011 Moving Wall  where: FREEDOM PARK SOCCER FIELD when: JUNE 15th-17th 2011.
             MAYFLOWER POST #6695 VFW DONATED $1,000 TO WALL FUND TO OFF SET COSTS &
               GARY BOUCHER  DONATED A NICE SUM IN HONOR OF HIS WIFE.   THANK-YOU

6) NEW BUSINESS:
• NOMINATIONS FOR : 2011-12  BEGINS AT THE FEBRUARY GENERAL BUSINESS MEETING FOR

OFFICERS-BOARD MEMBERS- CONVENTION CANDIDATES.
• NOMINATIONS FOR : 2011-12  AVVA LIAISON & AVVA LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE REP.

7) DONATION- REQUESTS: All Donations must be presented to Chapter Board on Official
Donation Request Form PRIOR to next Month’s Board Meeting $200 Limit for Non-Military
Donations – No Set Limit for Military Organizations   regardless of Board recommendation or not
ALL DONATION REQUESTS WILL BE VOTED ON BY MEMBERSHIP for approval or denial
and Discussion.  Any time sensitive or overage request will be up to Board and Membership.

1)  $200 to assist The Marine Corps Reserve ‘TOYS FOR TOTS” to purchase toys for Christmas
for the needy.
     Motion: Rick Ciaramitaro                               Sec/  Bob Dew                               Date: 11 / 23 /10
            **********************Board Recommended  ********************************
              Membership  X Approval                  Date: 12/13/10

2) $500 to Ann Arbor  VA Medical System for Coffee fund , refreshments for “Bingo Nights” &
continuted Living
      Center Dinning Room Transformation project.
      Motion: Vaughn Hall                              Sec/  Jim Hodgson                             Date: 11 / 08 /10
            **********************Board Recommended ************************
              Membership   X Approval                   Date: 12/13/10

8) MOTIONS:
None.

9) Announcements:
• “POKER SHOOTOUT” Wed.February 23rd at VFW see Digger

• “BOTTLE TO THROTTLE” Yankee Air Force  Beer & Wine Tasting & Games Sat. Feb.19th proceeds go to Y.A.M..
Learn more go to Yankee Air Museum.org.

•  Next VVA Board Meeting : JANUARY 25th   2011.
• Next General Membership Meeting, Monday, February 14th , 2011 @ 7pm-VFW Post.

10)  Adjourn: 7:50 p.m.


